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Mike Wilson suggested that | make a few introductory comments before reading my

story. | am pleased to do so.

| would like to thank the Society for including this contest in the agenda of the annual
conference. It gave me an opportunity to try something that | have wanted to do for

several years.

To appreciate the nature of this challenge, you have to understand that | am the only
math major in a family of English majors. That includes my primary writing instructor,
my wife, Francie. | was so awed by this contest that | did not even tell her | wrote this
story until after | received Mike’s call. Our son graduated from Eastern Michigan with
a degree in English and our daughter will be the first linguistics graduate of Western
Washington University this next spring. To them | am indebted because | have learned

much from them and | have been inspired by their writings.

You should also understand that, before this story, | had not written any fiction, since
my English 101 class at Albion College, 30 years ago. | like to think that | have been
saving things to write until | “knew enough to write them well”. Most of you will know

that that is not my quote, that’s from “The Snows of Kilimanjaro”.

So, | feel a bit out of my element here.... Actually, little of what you are about to hear, as
you may have surmised, is actually fiction. Thank you, again, for this opportunity!

-- John Porter



1995 Hemingway weekend, Oct. 20-22
Stafford's Perry Hotel, Petoskey, Mich.

) 2 "How Hemingway Learned to Write like Hemingway" :

by Paul Smith, author of the definitive critical volume, A Reader's Guide to the Short Stories
of Ernest Hemingway (Boston, G.K. Hall; 1984). Smith is Goodwin Professor of English (Emeritus)
at Trini ollege, Hartford, CT., founding president of the national Hemingway Society and

fmber of the Hemingway Foundation board of dr

—

)))l» "Where I Fished During My Summer Vacation”

a tongue-in-cheek parody writing contest, in Hemingway style, about one of Hemingway's
favorite Michigan topics: fly fishing. Keep it short: 250 words or less. Entry fee is $5. Prize is
free conference registration plus $50. The winner's entry will be read during Friday night's
reception, and published in the November MHS newsletter. Entries are due by September 15; mail
entry with check to MHS, Box 2039, Petoskey MI 49770. Entries will not be returned.
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